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We hope you’re continuing to enjoy these long summer days and finding a little time to
relax, recharge, and make some special memories along the way. While NAFCS students
are a week out from heading back to the classroom, many of our teachers are already
preparing for the 2026-27 school year, organizing their spaces, planning lessons, and
getting ready to welcome students back.

In this month’s Legacy Ledger, we’re sharing highlights from our annual Play FORE!
Education Charity Golf Classic and spotlighting two NAFC educators whose work
continues to make a difference for students and our school community.

A Message from the NAFC Education Foundation
Sherri McKeen, Alumni Coordinator
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Amanda Beam, Guest Contributor

Georgetown Elementary School not only has a long history as a building, but also through the
educators who have shaped generations of children within its walls.

For half a century, Cheryl Carroll (NAHS ’70) welcomed thousands of children into her Georgetown
Elementary classroom, teaching them not only the fundamentals, but also filling their days with
laughter, encouragement and love. Now retired, she still considers every one of her former students
"her kids" and plans to continue volunteering at the school she has called home for much of her life.

Marie Leitner (FCHS ’91) has spent most of her 26-year teaching career at Georgetown Elementary,
but the lessons her students remember most often have little to do with reading, writing or math. A
former Georgetown student herself, she believes every child deserves to be seen and reminded of
their worth. Years later, former students still seek her out to say thank you, a reminder of the lasting
impact she has had as an educator.

Together, their stories are a reminder that Georgetown’s greatest legacy is found in its teachers who
have made student after student feel valued and loved.

In 1976, Steve Jobs cofounded The Apple Computer Company,
NASA unveiled the first space shuttle, and Americans elected
Jimmy Carter as president.

In Floyd County, something equally as seismic was taking place.
Cheryl Carroll began her teaching career at S. Ellen Jones
Elementary.

Fifty years and more than a thousand students later, the
legendary educator retired from NAFCS at the end of the 2025–
2026 school year. During a career that spanned half a century, 46
of those years spent teaching first and second grade at
Georgetown Elementary, she was named the school corporation’s
Teacher of the Year and received the WHAS Excel Award.

But those accolades tell only part of Cheryl’s story. Her true
legacy lives in the countless children whose lives she shaped
through the lessons she taught and the love she gave.

Fifty years, thousands of lives:
Cheryl Ritchie Carroll (NAHS ‘70)
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“I loved every part of it,” she said. “Every child was smart in his or her own way, and I could get to
know them and understand what made them tick.”

Cheryl knew early in her own school journey that she wanted to become an elementary school
educator. Her love of children helped shape that dream, as did her passion for reading and the joy she
found in helping others learn. Along the way, several teachers inspired the educator she would
eventually become.

In first grade at Mt. Tabor Elementary, Mrs. Oakes was a kind, grandmotherly woman who made her
feel seen, supported and loved.

Years later, a high school English teacher left an equally lasting impression.

“She taught English the way I teach elementary school. When she was talking about a certain book,
she might start walking around the room like the character in the book and kind of turn into them,”
Cheryl said. “I always thought she was pretty cool.”

After graduating from New Albany High School in 1970, Cheryl began pursuing her education degree.
Four years later, she graduated from Indiana University Southeast and was ready to begin her career.

Her family life, too, became intertwined with her profession. While teaching at S. Ellen, Cheryl’s water
broke in the middle of the school day, and she was rushed to the hospital to give birth to her first son.
Her second son arrived during a summer break after she transferred to Georgetown. Both boys later
graduated from Cheryl’s alma mater, NAHS, while several of her grandchildren eventually walked the
halls of the very grade school where she spent most of her career.

Over the years, she’s also taught the children of former students, creating bonds that stretched across
decades.

“I've had a lot of them over the years. The easy part is when they tell me who they are. The hard part
is when they think that I will recognize them, even though they have a full beard and mustache, and
they're six-foot-four,” she said. “The girls are easier, because they don't grow hair all over their face.”

So, what’s her secret? Like all great teachers, Cheryl has a few tools of the trade. She teaches the
fundamentals, but she also makes sure her students learn important lessons beyond the classroom.
Humor, too, has always been a staple of her teaching style. When her class became too talkative, she
would belt out the chorus of Janis Joplin’s “Mercedes Benz.” The students would stop and sing along.

For aspiring educators, Cheryl offers simple advice: stay positive with students, avoid power struggles
and don’t be afraid to admit when you, as an adult, are wrong.

“Teachers make thousands, I mean thousands, of snap decisions a day,” she said. “You just do it as
you go, and then you go home at night, and then you start over again.”

Speaking of starting over, Cheryl’s retirement still hasn’t fully sunk in. But when school resumes later
this month, don’t think she’s finished at Georgetown. She has already volunteered to continue
producing the second-grade school play. She’s also let her teaching friends know she’s available to
help whenever needed.

And, of course, she’ll still see her former students around town, catching up on their accomplishments
and celebrating their successes.

“Once I have them, they're my kids,” she said. “I hope they remember that first and foremost. I loved
them like a child of my own.”
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Marie teaches more than just the three Rs in her second-grade classroom. Respect, responsibility
and resilience are also woven into her everyday lessons. She not only imparts those values to her
students, but lives by them herself, understanding that children have lives and challenges outside
the classroom that can affect their learning.

“If you don't see the student as a person, then you're not going to get through to them, no matter if
they're six or if they're 18,” she said. “Sometimes being at school, they just need a hug. They just
need to know someone cares.”

As a former Georgetown student—her current classroom is the same room where she attended
third grade—the educators who saw Marie as more than just a student left a lasting impression that
helped shape her future career.

But Marie didn’t always want to be a teacher.

After graduating from Floyd Central High School in 1991, she enrolled at Indiana University
Southeast as a communications major. Taking time away from college for several years to work full-
time helped her realize she wanted a career she would truly enjoy. Having always loved working
with children, she returned to IUS in 1998. Three years later, she completed her degree in
elementary education.

Former students frequently contact Georgetown Elementary
teacher Marie Leitner. Some stop her in stores to say hello
and share updates about their lives. Others write or call with
words of thanks.

But in her 26 years of teaching, one interaction stands out. An
old student found herself in an unhealthy relationship that had
the potential for abuse. Thinking back to something Marie had
told her fifth-grade class, she chose to leave.

“She remembered that I said that everybody is worth
something and should never be put in a bad position,” said
Marie.

That enduring connection with both her students and their
families remains one of her favorite things about teaching.

“I love hearing about what the kids do later,” she said. “I love
to look at the newspaper and find kids that were mine,
because once you're my kid, you're always my kid.”

Teaching lessons that last a lifetime:
Marie Alvey Leitner (FCHS ’91)
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Her teaching career began as a fifth-grade teacher at Silver Street Elementary. Marie later
spent two years at Pine View before moving closer to home to Georgetown Elementary, where
she has taught ever since. All three of her children also attended the school.

Things have changed in those 26 years since she started at NAFCS. Screens dominate kids’
free time, a trend she wishes would reverse. COVID also disrupted students’ lives, both in and
out of the classroom.

“One thing that's really gone by the wayside is that kids don't talk to adults as much anymore,”
Marie said. “They need that interaction with the older generation, so that they can learn from
them, as well.”

With more than two decades in the classroom, Marie also understands how she has changed
as an educator. Over the years, she has softened her approach, balancing discipline with fun.

“I'm a completely different teacher than I was 25 years ago,” she said. “Your teaching style
changes tremendously as your own kids go through different stages of life because you see
things through your children. You watch their teachers and think about how you want to be
seen by your own students.”

As for words of advice, Marie tells new teachers to listen more to the veteran educators around
them, and never lose sight of the child behind the data.

“One day 50 years from now, your students are going to be telling their kids or their grandkids
about you,” she said. “What do you want them to say?”

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
Stay updated on your Floyd County classmates,
discover thrilling events in your NAFC school
community, and learn firsthand about the NAFC
Education Foundation by connecting with us at
facebook.com/LegacyNAFCAlumni.

http://facebook.com/LegacyNAFCAlumni/
http://facebook.com/LegacyNAFCAlumni/


The 18th Annual Play FORE! Education Charity Golf Classic was a tremendous success, raising a
record $126,000 to support students and educators across NAFCS.

This year’s event brought together 244 golfers across 61 foursomes, along with nearly 150 guests at
our Kick-Off Reception at The Vista at Origin Park, doubling last year’s reception attendance.

We are especially grateful to the many NAFCS alumni who participated as golfers, sponsors,
volunteers, and guests. It is always meaningful to see our alumni community come together in support
of the schools that helped shape them.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make this year’s Golf Classic one to remember.
Your continued support makes a lasting difference for NAFCS students and teachers.

Check out photos from this year’s Kick-Off Reception and Golf Scramble on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/NAFCEdFoundation.
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The New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation is a not-for-profit organization that works in conjunction with NAFC Schools to
provide privately funded supplemental resources and programs to students, teachers, and schools. Legacy NAFC is the official alumni
support group of the NAFC Education Foundation and New Albany Floyd County Schools.

For more information, contact Sherri McKeen at smckeen@nafcs.org or
812-542-2242 at the NAFC Education Foundation.
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