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A Message from the NAFC Education Foundation
Sherri McKeen, Alumni Coordinator

Earlier this month, more than 800 NAFCS seniors walked across the graduation stage.
We want to congratulate each of them and officially welcome them to the Legacy NAFC
Alumni community.

It is always exciting to see our alumni community grow. Our alumni play an important role
in the work of the NAFC Education Foundation and in our continued support of NAFC
students, teachers, and schools.

Each month, we spotlight two alumni from our community, and this month, we are excited
to feature two individuals who have continued to invest in New Albany and Floyd County
through their work in real estate and building development. Their professional
contributions are impressive, but their commitment to family, service, and community is
what truly stands out.



https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/
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Amanda Beam, Guest Contributor

If home is where the heart is, our two NAFCS alumni this month have created a lot of love in Southern
Indiana. Both are known not only for their successes in real estate, but for their contributions to their
school community as well.

A former Ms. Floyd Central and varsity cheerleader, Julie Bickers Knotts (FCHS ’85) continues to
champion her alma mater through her work as a real estate agent with Coldwell Banker McMahan.
While she has built an accomplished career helping others find homes in Southern Indiana, Julie
considers her greatest accomplishment to be her family, who all also attended FC.

As co-owner of Schuler Bauer Real Estate Services and founder of Discovery Builders, David Bauer
(NAHS °’83) has helped grow one of the region’s leading real estate firms while developing
neighborhoods throughout Clark and Floyd counties. Today, David focuses on mentoring the next
generation and giving back through his service with the New Albany Floyd County Education
Foundation.

Thanks to both of our alumni for building up our communities one home at a time.

Always the cheerleader:
real estate agent Julie Bickers Knotts (FCHS
’85) always champions NAFCS

She may not bring green-and-gold pom-poms to her real estate
closings, but Julie Knotts has never stopped cheering for Floyd
Central. Forty-one years after graduating as valedictorian and
lettering in cheerleading, the Class of 1985 alum continues to
champion her alma mater, both professionally and personally.

“What is the number one thing that a family wants to talk about? It's
schools. They always say it's location, location, location,” said Julie, a
real estate agent at Coldwell Banker McMahan. “They want to talk
about the schools, and they usually want me to shut up about the
schools, because | have so many good things to say.”

For Julie, family and Floyd Central go hand-in-hand.

LS | gt The daughter of a country doctor, Julie and her three older brothers
e S, | were raised in the New Albany Floyd County schools. She attended
CENTRAL Lafayette Elementary before moving on to Floyd Central Junior-
Senior High School, where she excelled academically and sang in
the choir.
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It was here, during her freshman year, that she began dating the love of her life, fellow Highlander
Tony Knotts. Now in their 36th year of marriage, the couple has passed their Floyd Central pride on to
the next generation, with both their children graduating from the school, as well.

Their daughter, Elizabeth (FCHS '15), works in New York City as a fashion designer for American
Eagle. Their son, Gunther (FCHS '18), secured an internship with Apple during the pandemic and has
since built his career at Apple in Silicon Valley.

Throughout it all, Julie has made it a priority to be as involved in her children's lives as possible.

“l loved going to Floyd Central, but | will have to tell you, | loved being a Floyd Central mom even
more,” she said. “My job as mom was number one for me, and I'm just grateful to the Lord that He
provided this occupation, that | was able to be there for everything.”

But Julie didn’t start out in real estate.

Following advice from her mother, the Ms. Floyd Central graduated from Indiana University
Bloomington with a degree in speech communication and soon began a career in occupational
medicine sales at a local hospital.

“My mother said, if you can speak well and you can write well, you will always have a job,” Julie said.
"As simple as it sounds, that was great advice."

After nearly a decade in that role, she decided it was time for something new. In the late 1990s, Julie
and her husband began renovating houses, or, as she puts it, flipping houses before “flipping” was
even a word.

When the couple learned what realtors earned from home sales, Julie realized it made good business
sense to obtain her own real estate license.

“That was January of ’01, and I've never looked back,” she said.

Twenty-five years and hundreds upon hundreds of houses later, Julie is still going strong.

In addition to guiding clients through the home-buying and selling process, she also serves as a
relocation realtor, helping families find their footing in new communities. Arts programs, schools and
quality of life all matter when prospective buyers choose a home, and Julie is quick to highlight what
she calls the Floyd Central advantage: a private-school-caliber education at a public-school cost.

What does Julie credit for her success? She genuinely enjoys the work. Being responsive to clients
has also proven just as important.

“I answer every call, | answer every text, | answer every email. Follow up, follow up, follow up. Do not
let them forget you ever,” she said.

But, above all else, family always comes first.
When asked what is her greatest accomplishment, “Was it being number one in my office, or was it

seeing my kid win the state finals in orchestra? It's a no-brainer for me. The real estate doesn’t even
register compared to that.”



Putting others first in real estate and in life:
David Bauer (NAHS ‘83)

David Bauer would rather talk about anything other than
himself.

The spotlight just doesn’t hold an appeal for the co-owner of
Schuler Bauer Real Estate Services. He’'d rather highlight
others- his daughters’ accomplishments in real estate or a
teacher’s expertise on a board where he serves.

And while he doesn’t seek accolades, they keep on coming.
Let’s start with his businesses.
The first is a family affair.

His father and fellow New Albany grad, Karl Bernard “Buzz”
Bauer, founded Buzz Bauer Realtors in 1967. Shortly after
graduating from NAHS in 1983, David joined his dad’s
company and helped to expand its reach. During that time, he
became a real estate appraiser, all the while honing his
property management and investing skills.

Fast forward to the year 2000, when the firm merged with Schuler Realty and you have Schuler
Bauer, one of the leading real estate brokerages in Southern Indiana.

David, whose company website states that he ranks among the Top 1% of sales in Southern
Indiana, said his motivation was simple.

“'ve always worked in a full-blown sales environment, so | usually haven’t worked for big
paychecks and big salaries. I've just worked for the end results,” he said. “l just kept advancing and
creating new companies along the way.”

One of the biggest evolutions in his business was building The David Bauer Team, a squad of four
to five sales associates who work under his guidance. His team sells roughly 180 homes a year,
placing them among the area’s top producers.

“Now, | function with other sales agents working under my direction,” he said. “And so, | really get a
kick out of that at this stage in my career.”

His daughters also have gravitated toward the industry. While his youngest goes to Floyd Central,
his three oldest are third-generation real estate agents finding their own unique paths in the field.
As with his realty team, David enjoys helping them grow in the profession.



“I's just nice when my dad made some things available to me, and | make some things
available to my kids,” said David. “That’s kind of the small business way.”

In addition to Schuler Bauer, the entrepreneur founded Discovery Builders in 1992. The
company, which primarily serves Clark and Floyd counties, develops subdivisions and builds
customizable homes. Over the past three decades, Discovery Builders has created more than
20 subdivisions throughout the area.

While his businesses continue to shape neighborhoods across Southern Indiana, David also
dedicates his time to strengthening the schools that serve them. A two-term board member of
the New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation, he puts his fundraising acumen to work
as chair of the organization's annual golf scramble committee.

“Our New Albany Floyd County schools are exceptional. The buildings, the facilities, the
people that | work with every day,” said David. “We’re very fortunate to have so many groups
like New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation that make additional dollars available to
our students and teachers.”

Whether he's mentoring sales associates, helping his daughters navigate the real estate
industry or supporting local schools, David believes success often comes from keeping his
priorities and concentrating on what matters most.

“'m not retiring but I’'m definitely in the slowdown mode of my life, where I’'m mentoring my
team and mentoring my adult children in the business industry,” he said. “| feel like | have a
little bit more time to give back.”

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

Stay updated on your Floyd County classmates,
discover thrilling events in your NAFC school
community, and learn firsthand about the NAFC
Education Foundation by connecting with us at
facebook.com/LegacyNAFCAlumni.
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Great Classroom Grants Bring Educator
Ideas to Life Across NAFC Schools

During the 2025-26 school year, the NAFC Education Foundation awarded $104,198.88 through
168 Great Classroom Grants, helping educators across New Albany Floyd County Schools bring
creative, hands-on learning ideas to life.

From classroom libraries and STEM materials to sensory tools, science labs, music resources,
art supplies, career and technical education experiences, and more, these grants helped
teachers provide meaningful opportunities that directly supported student learning.

Great Classroom Grants continue to show what is possible when community support meets the
creativity and dedication of NAFC educators.

>>>Read more about how this year’s grants made an impact in classrooms across the district.

New Albany-Floyd Couny LEGACY
Education Feéundation

The New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation is a not-for-profit organization that works in conjunction with NAFC Schools to
provide privately funded supplemental resources and programs to students, teachers, and schools. Legacy NAFC is the official alumni
support group of the NAFC Education Foundation and New Albany Floyd County Schools.

For more information, contact Sherri McKeen at smckeen @nafcs.org or
812-542-2242 at the NAFC Education Foundation.
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