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A new school year is underway, and we’re excited to welcome students,
educators, and families back to the classroom. While summer break may be
behind us, we’re still celebrating the momentum it brought, including the record-
breaking success of our 17th annual Play FORE Education Golf Scramble. In this
issue, we’re also proud to spotlight two 2002 NAFC graduates who continue to
make a difference in the lives of Floyd County youth. Matt Denison and Ashley
Stallings Selfridge have found meaningful ways to give back, using their
experience and passion to encourage the next generation.

A Message from the NAFC Education Foundation
Alumni Coordinator, Sherri McKeen

https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/


Amanda Beam, Guest Contributor

Whether it’s in a college stadium, high school track, or elementary school gym, sports bring
communities together.

So do our July Legacy NAFC alumni.

Ashley Stallings Selfridge (FCHS 2002), co-owner of Pacers & Racers, helps people of all ages
find the right fit. But the mother of three doesn’t stop there. She also gives back by coaching the
Floyds Knobs Elementary School cross country team, encouraging young runners to gain strength
and confidence.

Matt Denison (NAHS 2002) wears many hats. As Superintendent of Floyd County Parks and
Recreation, he oversees the care of our local parks while also organizing programs such as the
Floyd County Elementary Basketball League. Sports fans can also catch him sharing Hoosier
athletic news on his weekday podcast.

Thanks to Matt and Ashley for running that extra mile and making a difference with Floyd County
youth.

Ashley Selfridge grew up amongst shoes.

Running footwear has surrounded the 2002 Floyd Central graduate
since the age of 13, when her father, Mike Stallings, opened Pacers
& Racers in New Albany, a store Ashley now co-owns.

Her dad launched the business in 1998 after growing tired of having
to cross the bridge to Louisville for his running needs. That same
year, Ashley began helping at the store in her off-school hours,
learning the ropes from her business-savvy father.

“I've always had running,” Ashley said. “My dad started running
when I was born. So, running has always been part of my life, even if
I wasn't directly doing it.”

But with the store’s opening, Ashley decided to follow in her father’s
footsteps and took up the sport. Her dedication earned her a spot on
Floyd Central’s “Superchicks” cross-country team, coached by Hall-
of-Famer Joe Hinton, and then Shannon Buchanan. She continued
racing long distances after high school, always finding peace in the
practice.

Ashley Stallings Selfridge (FCHS ‘02):
Going the distance for runners and her community



“Running was my therapy,” she said. “It was the thing that when life got hard or anything, it was
nice just to have that release and to have a goal.”

As she chased these goals, new opportunities also emerged.

Following graduation from FC, Ashley enrolled at Indiana University Bloomington’s Kelley
School of Business, as her father had, and earned her degree in business. Later, after marrying
and moving to Memphis, Tennessee, she pursued her Master’s in Early Childhood Education.
This time, she followed the path of her mother, Judy Stallings, a kindergarten teacher at S. Ellen
Jones.

After having children, Ashley decided to stay at home with them during their early years.
Eventually, the family moved back to Southern Indiana, and she began helping out again at her
father’s store. When Mike retired in 2018, she, her brother, and three others decided to take
over as co-owners of the beloved business.

By then, the shop had evolved. While they had always carried running gear —clothing, socks,
insoles, and more —they rebranded as Pacers & Racers Family Footwear to reflect their
broader offerings.

“We have toddlers come here looking for shoes, and we have people in walkers looking for
shoes,” Ashley said. “The way that my dad created things is that he lived by the platinum rule.
He doesn't want you to treat others the way you want to be treated. He wants you to treat other
people how you want your loved ones to be treated. That's really what we do there.”

That mission extends outside of the store’s walls.

While Pacers & Racers may not seek attention for their good deeds, the store is recognized for
its generosity. They provide materials, donations, sponsorships, and guidance to help nonprofits
and local schools thrive. You’ll often find them supporting the New Albany Track Club (NATC)
meets at Sam Peden Park.

“We love to be able to say yes to helping out the community in any way,” Ashley said. “That's
always been really important to my dad, and we've carried it on. We want to give back, too.”

Ashley has personally donated her time to NAFC for nearly a decade. For the past five
seasons, she’s served as a head coach. You can find her on the start line with Floyds Knobs
Elementary runners later this fall.

“Running is an amazing sport,” she said. “It is individual, where you're pushing against your past
times, your past distance, and that discipline that can only come from you. But then they're part
of a team, so they're cheering each other on. I love introducing that to kids and seeing them get
more confidence and strength.”



The NBA playoffs have nothing on the championship finals of the
Floyd County Elementary Basketball League. Smoke cutting
through bright, colorful lights. Fun and fast-paced beats. Each of
the young players recognized, their names booming over the
speakers. Jordan and James couldn’t ask for more.

While he plans all this grandeur, the man behind the microphone
could do without the attention. Matt Denison would rather not talk
about himself, nor the numerous hours he spends ensuring
programming by Floyd County Parks and Recreation goes off
without a hitch.

“This has been the honor of my lifetime, really, and so I'm very
passionate to do it. I'm only going to do it one way, and that's work
extremely hard,” said the 2002 New Albany High School grad.
“People here in this county deserve as much as we can give them,
and as much as we can handle. And I think we're there now with
much more to come.”

Matt Denison (NAHS ‘02):
Leading Floyd County Parks to new heights

As the parks’ superintendent since 2022, Matt has found a place where his skills and passions meet.

And, whoa, does he have talents. Radio and podcast host. Coach. Community organizer.
Entrepreneur. You can see how Matt stays busy.

He credits his success to the mentors he’s met along the way.

During his time at Hazelwood Middle School, Matt kept stats for the NAHS Varsity Basketball team.
Here he met coach Don Unruh, who continued to play a pivotal role in his understanding of the game.

“I wasn't a great player. I played some on and off, but I wanted to find a way to stay involved,” Matt
said. “And I've always enjoyed the history of the game and the organizational side of it, and so I was
able to find my role.”

At NAHS, the budding sportscaster learned radio from the famed teacher Lee Kelly. Likewise, another
legendary broadcaster, Hall of Famer Charlie Jenkins, served as a role model. Lessons taught by both
men would shape Matt’s career as a radio host. Since the Borden Boys Basketball team won state in
2013, he has been presenting team previews and calling play-by-play of local sports games. He also
hosts an IU-centric radio show- The Hoosier Report with Matt Denison- every weekday at 11 am.

Matt’s love of sports manifested in other ways, as well. While he knew Jim Shannon during his high
school days, Matt would later collaborate with the NAHS head basketball coach to expand the
program’s feeder system. Through these volunteer efforts, the Floyd County Elementary Basketball
League was created. Now in its 12th year, the program, overseen by the FC Parks Department,
continues to provide NAFCS students with the opportunity to develop their basketball skills and
compete in a structured league setting.



Coach Shannon and Matt’s ties didn’t end there. For a decade, the New Albany native served as
an assistant coach for the NAHS varsity boys basketball team and accompanied them on their
journey to their 2016 IHSAA 4A State Championship title.

“We live in an area- New Albany, in this county, in this community- that has such a great
basketball tradition and such great support from the community and fans,” Matt said. “I tell
everybody we're in the golden age of high school basketball. It's just been amazing.”

Coinciding with his foray into sports radio, the 41-year-old found fulfillment in helping his
community through government service. This experience helped forge the foundation for his
future role as the Superintendent of Floyd County Parks and Rec. His current role entails
maintaining Floyd County’s nine parks and two facilities as well as developing and implementing
different programs and special events.

Whether it’s a pickleball championship, an elementary cross-country race, or a holiday concert, if
the parks department is involved, you’ll most likely find Matt on the scene.

“I love interacting with people who use our parks or our facilities to see what makes them tick,”
Matt said. “I'm very lucky to come in at the time that I did. There's a lot of work, but the future can
be so bright.”
 

The Education Foundation awarded over 60 new NAFCS educators
with $100 gift cards at the new teacher orientation.

Congratulations and welcome to our great school system!



We are thrilled to share the incredible success of the 17th annual Assured Partners Play FORE!
Education Golf Classic held at Champion’s Pointe! This year marked our most successful
tournament to date with 232 golfers, 83 sponsoring organizations, 75+ attendees at the Kick-
Off Reception, and 36 dedicated NAFC staff volunteers who made the day unforgettable.

Thanks to the remarkable generosity of our sponsors, players, and supporters, we raised a
record-breaking $122,900 to benefit the New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation.
These funds help provide classroom grants, mental health initiatives, field trips, Blessings in a
Backpack, and other essential programs that go beyond the standard school budget.

We are incredibly grateful FORE the enthusiastic support from our community. Your involvement
ensures that students and teachers across all 16 NAFC schools have the resources they need to
succeed.

Thank you for being part of this milestone year. We can’t wait to see you at the 18th annual
tournament in 2026!



If you have a child enrolled in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library of Floyd County, don’t miss
your chance to share the joy of reading and win a prize. Submit your favorite photo today!

👉 Enter at https://forms.gle/QirhPiRanhm1T5co6 or contact Sherri McKeen at
smckeen@nafcs.org.

Today’s the last day to enter the
Books in the Mailbox Photo Contest!

The New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation is a not-for-profit organization that
works in conjunction with NAFC Schools to provide privately funded supplemental
resources and programs to students, teachers, and schools. Legacy NAFC is the official
alumni support group of the NAFC Education Foundation and New Albany Floyd County
Schools.

For more information, contact Sherri McKeen at smckeen@nafcs.org or
812-542-2242 at the NAFC Education Foundation.

www.NAFCEdFoundation.org/alumni
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