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We have so many reasons to be proud of the outstanding
graduates from NAFC Schools. There is no greater pride than
that for our military and service members. No words can ever
express our full gratitude for the sacrifices they have endured
in representing and defending our country. We hope you
enjoy this special issue spotlighting a few of our heroes!

https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/


ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
This month, we’re taking on two tasks. The first is to make good on a promise
that appeared in this column last November. We introduced a Floyd Central Hall
of Famer, who was actually a graduate of Georgetown High School (Rick Miller,
class of ’65). In that same issue, we pledged to tell you more about the fourth
public high school in our community: the fully segregated Scribner High School,
(opened in 1880 and closed in 1952). And we promised to spotlight the one and
only NAHS Hall of Famer who attended that school: Mr. Edgar (“Eddie”) Abell,
class of ’43.

The second task is this: let’s create a new November tradition for Veterans’ Day,
featuring the former students, faculty or staff who have served our country. We’ll
make it the second recurring theme, devoted to a specific month. In February,
this column profiled a “lovebird duo”: a Bulldog grad and his Highlander wife.
Don’t remember that? Click here to go back and read it again. As you revisit their
story, please help us by telling us the names of your favorite NA/FC couple for
2022!

In this issue, we’ve intentionally chosen four veterans from all walks of life. None
of them pursued a military career. We’ll change that next year. And we know that
a single sentence mention of Scribner High School does not describe it
adequately. We’re committed to telling more of its story in a future issue.

Introduction by Rex Bickers, FCHS 1970
 

JOE DEAN (1930-2007) NAHS ‘48
In his LSU basketball career, Joe Dean was
the team’s leading scorer in his sophomore
(1950) and junior years (1951). In 1952 he
was second only to sophomore Bob Pettit
(who later became an NBA Hall of Famer).
Pro basketball was still in its infancy when
Dean was a senior, The NBA had launched its
first draft in 1947 and no LSU player had ever
been selected in those first five years. Joe
went in the first round, picked by the
Indianapolis Olympians, but never played
for them. He was also drafted by the U.S.
Army and served from 1952 to 1954.

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/themes/5d8b84a4c294801a2ad4fa3d/attachments/original/1613401052/Legacy_Ledger_Issue_6_-_Feb_2021_%281%29.pdf?1613401052


From the 1960s through 1987, Dean held two very different kinds of
positions at the same time. He was an executive with the Converse Rubber
Company, leading the promotions and marketing of their athletic shoes. He
also worked with multiple major network broadcasters of SEC Conference
games, as a color commentator. During this same span of his career, Dean
founded the Dixie Basketball Summer camp in Baton Rouge (1966). Now
located in Summit (Mississippi), it is believed to be the longest-running
basketball summer camp in the nation.

His heart was always with LSU and he led the school as its athletic director
for 14 years, retiring in 2001. LSU won 27 national championships during his
tenure. 

Married for fifty years, Joe and his wife Doris (1930-2003), raised three
children, Joe Jr., Mark, and Mardi. 

Rex Bickers and guest contributor Dave Brinkworth NAHS 1952

KEN STILLER (1934-2021)
GHS 1960-1967, FCHS 1968-1993

Ken Stiller had an affiliation with three of the
four high schools in this column. He
graduated from NAHS in 1950. He was a
teacher and counselor at Georgetown from
1960 to 1967. But the greatest portion of his
career was at Floyd Central, from its opening
in 1967 through 1993. He was a senior high
counselor and subsequently taught business
courses in his final decade there. But he
belonged solidly in the hearts of the Floyd
Central alumni community. We only need to 

look at the sentiments expressed on Facebook, when he died earlier this
year, to see that.

Ken served in the US Air force from 1952 to 1956 as a cryptographer,
requiring the highest level of security clearance. Following his Air Force
years, he went to Ball State, earning his bachelor’s degree in education
(1960) and subsequently, a master’s degree in counseling. Floyd Central’s
first High-Q team was coached from 1968-69 through 1973-74 by the trio of
Ken, Bettye Hall Weber and Mildred Morrison. To many colleagues across
the school system, Ken was a key part of the leadership of the New Albany
Schools Credit Union, serving as its treasurer for many years. Ken and his
wife Marilyn had three children, all FC grads: Jodi ’82, Tony ’85 and Terri ’87,
and they adored their six grandchildren. In retirement, Ken and Marilyn
became very fond of summer Switzerland vacations, sometimes lasting
several weeks in the Bernese Oberland area. 



Rex Bickers and guest contributor Wanda Barnett, FCHS 1976

LAWRENCE MOORE (1907-2004)
GHS 1929-1967, FCHS 1967-1973
Countless Georgetown residents know one
thing for certain: Lawrence Moore WAS
Georgetown High School, or simply “the
Georgetown School,” home to students from
grades 1-12. From 1967 to 1973, he served as
Floyd Central’s (first) principal, including the
legendary Superhicks’ trip to the 1971 state
basketball finals. Yet he continues to be the
most revered figure of the GHS alumni
organization. The group remains very active,
54 years after its last senior class graduated.

They still oversee the Lawrence Moore Memorial Scholarship Fund. It
attained full endowment in 2019.

Mr. Moore had completed just one year at Indiana Central when, at age 19,
he began teaching at Mt. Tabor Elementary. He took summer courses, well
into the 1930’s, to complete his degree and subsequently, earned a
master’s degree from Indiana University. In 1942, he enlisted in the Army (at
age 35). Due to his maturity and teaching experience, he primarily served as
an instructor, stateside. 

After the war, he returned to Mt. Tabor and by 1948, he was offered the
opportunity to teach in Georgetown. He became principal in 1951, and also
took on a role in coaching basketball with Wilbur Richard and John
Patterson. Two former Bearcats, Joe Pezzullo, Jr. and Joe Hinton went on
to coach during Mr. Moore’s tenure.

Mr. Moore left behind a broad swath of memories: He had six nieces and
nephews in his extended family. Some got to enjoy his long summertime
fishing trips in Minnesota. Equally important were his former students who
went on to teach or coach. Several began at Georgetown, then continued at
Floyd Central. Just try to find anyone who didn’t like Mr. Moore… it’s nearly
impossible. 

Rex Bickers and guest contributor Judy Waltz, GHS 1965



EDGAR ABELL (1924-2010)
SCRIBNER HIGH SCHOOL ‘43

To tell the story of Edgar “Eddie” Abell...
properly… is something that simply cannot
fit into this column. There is an
overwhelming urge to paint an accurate
picture of the Scribner High School. It
would be easy to think that too much of the
information has been lost, or that it was
never captured as it really was.  Here’s the
good news: it turns out that an amazing
collection of Eddie’s memorabilia actually
does exist. The bad news is…it provides
much, much more than a snapshot. 

It’s more like a wall-sized mural. We plan to organize it into an archival
system soon. This profile is not intended to be a litany of the things that the
school did not have. It’s about the life that Eddie made for himself and
others with the education he did get.

Discarding the usual writing style of this newsletter… what follows is a
glimpse of Eddie’s adult life in brief telegraphic fashion: three years serving
in the U, S. Navy, then two years at IU Bloomington as a history/political
science major. Joined the NAFD, serving as a front line firefighter and
officer, 1952-72. Became a specialist in fire and arson investigation. Rose to
the rank of Major, heading the Fire Prevention Bureau. Served as Advisor to
the New Albany Human Rights Commission. Active in Kiwanis and St. John’s
Masonic Lodge. Assisted in organizing the first Harvest Homecoming with
Cora Jacobs and Mayor Garnett Inman. Served as a tutor at the William O.
Vance Center in an after-school program that he created.

Mr. Abell was inducted into the NAHS Hall of Fame in 2015. It is quite
unfortunate that unknown to the Hall of Fame committee, he had died five
years earlier. One gratifying revelation emerged as this profile was being
prepared: it’s the pride of family members who became partners in this
retelling of Eddie’s story. It had not been possible to locate them for his
induction six years ago. It means a lot to shine a new light on Eddie’s life,
with the involvement of those who knew him directly.

Rex Bickers and guest contributor 
Wilbert (“Junebug”) Hunter NAHS 1971



$12,323 in Classroom Grants
Awarded in November

For the fourth month in a row this school year, Great
Classroom Project grants put thousands of dollars in
resources into the hands of NAFC teachers and students! In
November, 19 projects were funded in NAFCS classrooms all
across the district. This program has provided over $77,000
this year and over $950,000 in classroom resources since
2011. Congratulations to our outstanding educators and
thank you to our donors for providing for our students!



Save the Date!
Education Celebration Gala

Set for March 4th

Save the date for the annual Education Celebration Gala at Huber's
Plantation Hall on Friday, March 4th, 2022. This fun event is for
everyone: alumni, parents, teachers, business leaders, and more!
The event will feature hors d'oeuvres, dinner, live entertainment,
and a silent and live auction. The proceeds will benefit students,
teachers, and schools in NAFC through the NAFC Education
Foundation. Join us!



The New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation is a not-for-
profit organization that works in conjunction with NAFC Schools to
provide privately funded supplemental resources and programs to
students, teachers, and schools. NAFC Alumni Nation is an alumni
program of the NAFC Education Foundation. Legacy NAFC is the
official support group of NAFCS, NAFC Alumni Nation, and the

NAFC Education Foundation.

www.NAFCEdFoundation.org https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/

For more information, contact Tyler Bliss, Executive Director at 812-542-2228
or TBliss@NAFCEdFoundation.org

Join Today!

NOT A MEMBER YET?NOT A MEMBER YET?NOT A MEMBER YET?

https://www.facebook.com/NAFCEdFoundation
http://www.nafcedfoundation.org/
https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/
https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/legacy_nafc_membership

