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Season's
Greetings

December's arrival on the calendar ushers in a crop of yearly

retrospectives and we're happy to join in on the fun! We celebrate all

we have been able to accomplish through your support. During this

season of reaching out to family and friends, we're grateful to have

reconnected with you, our wonderful alumni. 

Have a safe, happy, and healthy holiday season!
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
In this month’s Alumni Spotlight, we introduce two graduates who have given something back to the

NAFC school system, in two rather different ways. One is a Bulldog grad, who went on to teach science

at New Albany, and then became a teacher of science teachers for thirty years. The other was one of

the “original Highlanders”. She identified a need among teens throughout Floyd County and did

something about it.

At both high schools, the end of 2020 brings new promises. Who doesn’t look forward to alumni

events and the chance to welcome more of our celebrated NAFC grads into their respective Halls of

Fame? It has been a pleasure to compile these stories of some of our distinguished alumni, gaining

the opportunity to learn more about old friends, and getting to know some that we had never met in

person. As we move ahead into 2021, we look forward to the support of and the feedback from you,

our readers. We’re eager to uncover fresh new profiles from the legions of our NAHS and FCHS alumni

families, and to share them with you!

SUSAN PARR, FCHS CLASS OF 1970

Among the Floyd Central grads featured so far in this column, Susan is the first one who was “there

when the doors opened”, in the fall of 1967. One of three valedictorians in her graduating class, she

went on to earn her bachelor’s degree at IU Southeast in only three years.

The career path she anticipated, as a high school teacher, took a turn that sparked a detour into

counseling. It ended up defining her life for the next forty years. It began with a program called “Even

Start” created for young parents of children enrolled in “Head Start”.

Spanning the next eighteen years, she juggled the uncharted territory of teaching and counseling

these young adults, marrying and raising three young children, and combining all that with returning



 to graduate school. She earned a master’s degree in counseling at IUS in 1993. As part of her graduate

school work, she envisioned a free counseling program for teens across Floyd County.

Susan’s vision became a reality when Brandon’s House opened in 1993, thanks in part to strong

support from Depauw United Methodist Church, literally next door to New Albany High School. She

was so much more than just the founder; serving as its only director for the next 24 years. The impact

of the counseling services offered by Brandon’s House has been staggering. Over 4000 families served;

nearly three million dollars’ worth of free professional mental health counseling provided. Fitting

accolades have been awarded to Susan, from Rotary Club of New Albany, from IU Southeast, and in

2002, she was named “Counselor of the Year” for the state of Indiana.

Susan and her husband Rolf are the proud parents of three Floyd Central graduates, and they are

knee-deep in the lives of their thirteen grandchildren. They live in Greenville, just a few miles from

Floyd Central.

We asked Susan: “In what ways did Floyd Central make a lasting impression on you?”

She answered: “Floyd Central helped to prepare me not only for college but for life as well.  The

teachers were dedicated to helping students hone their critical thinking and writing skills.  Even

though we were a brand new school, music and theatre departments were started from scratch, and

now, both are known for excellence far beyond anyone's wildest imagination, back in the early years.

Most importantly, to me, was the fact that the teachers and administrative staff genuinely cared

about the students.”

JOHN MOODY, NAHS CLASS OF 1954

When any high school graduate returns to his alma mater to teach, it’s always a cause for hometown

pride. John Moody earned his bachelor’s degree (biology) and master’s degree (education) at Purdue

and returned to teach science at NAHS in 1960. He was a good teacher who became better, and in just

seven years, he began the pursuit to become a teacher of teachers. He received a prestigious



Danforth Scholarship to the University of Virginia and earned his doctorate with a focus on high

school science education, in 1970.

He joined the faculty of IU Southeast at the old Jeffersonville campus and became the school’s first

full-time member of the Education Department committed to secondary education. He rose to

become the chairperson for secondary education, setting new standards for training high school

science teachers over the next 30 years. At the local, university-wide, and national level, he won a

dozen teaching awards.

John lettered in football, baseball, and track at NAHS and took special pride in meeting the needs of

student-athletes at IUS. He served as an academic advisor to the athletics department for 25 years. In

2016 he received the Grenadier Gratitude award for his generous support to IUS athletics. Even in his

hobbies, Dr. Moody was committed to education. He served as a consultant to the Indiana

Department of Natural Resources and won awards for instructional materials used in hunting

education.

John was married to his high school sweetheart and classmate for 57 years, the late Carolyn (Rippy)

Moody (NAHS ’54). They raised two daughters, Anita (NAHS ’84) and Jennifer (NAHS ’92). Dr. Moody is

now in a quieter phase of his life. For the preparation of this profile, the assistance of his daughter,

Anita Solomon, has been very helpful.

We spoke with Dr. Moody and with Anita, and we asked: "Even though you only taught at New Albany

for seven years - - a much shorter time than your career at IUS - - were there fellow coaches or

teachers that you particularly remember from your alma mater?”

They both answered "Oh yes. Of course, there were so many greats, but it was fabulous, getting to

play football for Forrest McCaffry, and then later, getting to coach with him. Likewise, there was an

equally strong bond with Gary Austin (NAHS '57). It traces back to having first been schoolmates

together, and then, reunited to teach and to coach together. These became lifelong friendships."

-Contributor, Rex Bickers, FCHS 1970



Many of our NAFC Schools celebrated and honored veterans in creative ways.

Please follow the link below to explore the heartfelt thanks NAFC students/staff

showed the women and men who serve and have served our country!

NAFCS Celebrate Veterans

https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/nafcs_celebrate_veterans_day
https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/nafcs_celebrate_veterans_day


$15,000 was generously granted from the Caesars Foundation of Floyd County

to the New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation to provide funding for

resources through the Great Classroom Projects program. Teachers may apply

for $500 towards classroom resources and COVID-19 response resources. So far

this year, the Foundation has provided over $65,000 towards these projects.

Great Classroom Projects were created in 2009 to provide additional resources

to creative teachers for learning opportunities that enhance the educational

and curricular objectives of their classrooms. Since that time, over $850,000 in

classroom resources have been put into the hands of teachers and students in

all 16 NAFC schools.

https://www.nafcedfoundation.org/initiatives_posts/greatclassroomprojects/

$15,000 Awarded to NAFC Education Foundation
from Caesars Foundation for Classroom Resources

https://www.nafcedfoundation.org/initiatives_posts/greatclassroomprojects/
https://www.nafcedfoundation.org/initiatives_posts/greatclassroomprojects/
https://www.nafcedfoundation.org/initiatives_posts/greatclassroomprojects/
https://www.nafcedfoundation.org/initiatives_posts/greatclassroomprojects/


In November, the theatre departments at New Albany High School and Floyd

Central High School were able to perform shows for the first time since last Fall.

The sounds of bluegrass filled the auditorium at New Albany High School as the

theater students performed a concert version of their latest musical, “Bright

Star.” With costumes that all featured masks and additional distancing on

stage, this production was like no other.

Floyd Central High School also took a new approach, presenting the show

“Almost, Maine,” both in-person and virtually. The show featured nine short

plays that tell the story of people falling in and out of love. 

NAHS and FCHS Theatre
Departments Return to the

Stage

Click Here to view

short clips of each

performance:

https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/nahs_and_fchs_theatre_departments_return_to_the_stage
https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/nahs_and_fchs_theatre_departments_return_to_the_stage


The New Albany Floyd County Education Foundation is a not for
profit organization which works in conjunction with NAFC Schools
to provide privately funded supplemental resources and programs

to students, teachers, and schools. NAFC Alumni Nation is an
alumni program of the NAFC Education Foundation. Legacy NAFC
is the offical support group of NAFCS, NAFC Alumni Nation, and

the NAFC Education Foundation.

www.NAFCEdFoundation.org https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/

For more information, contact Tyler Bliss, Executive Director at 812-542-2228
or TBliss@NAFCEdFoundation.org

Join Today!

NOT A MEMBER YET?NOT A MEMBER YET?NOT A MEMBER YET?

https://www.facebook.com/NAFCEdFoundation
http://www.nafcedfoundation.org/
https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/
https://nafcalumni.nationbuilder.com/legacy_nafc_membership

